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Our North Coast Chapter definitely faced serious challenges in navigating some 
unchartered waters in the beginning of 2020.  But, big thanks to State CLCA for 
keeping us constantly abreast of everything that our contractors needed to know on 
how best to survive those early “Shelter in Place” days. 
 

Also thanks to our NCC Board of Directors for holding regular Zoom 
conference meetings where our chapter members could share their concerns and 
their strategies regarding all the fallout from COVID. 
 

And finally, HUGE thanks to our Supplier Partners and our Advertisers 
who kept this chapter afloat during those uncertain times!  We are very grateful! 
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2020 Advertisers 
 
Cal-West Rentals 
CLCA Insurance Solutions 
Delta Bluegrass 
Garton Tractor 
Golden State Lumber 
Grab & Grow/ Soiland 
Horizon 
Landscapes Unlimited 
Pacific Nurseries 
Park Ave Turf 
SBI 
Sonoma Valley Nursery 
Sweet Lane Nursery 
Vine & Branch 
West Marin Compost  
 

 

2020 Partners 

 
Hunter / FX Luminaire 
CLCA Insurance Solutions 
Sweet Lane Nursery 
Urban Tree Farm 
Delta Bluegrass 
Devil Mountain Nursery 
Ewing Irrigation 
Horizon 
SiteOne 
Soiland 
The Urban Farmer Store 
Watersavers, Inc 
Terravesco 
City of Santa Rosa 
 
 
Dinner Partners  
 

Sonoma County Water Agency 
Bertotti Landscaping 
Buder Landscape Restoration 
 
 

 
Please Support these Companies in 2021 
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North Coast CLCA Executive Director 

& Journal Editor 
 

Connie Salinas 
 

P.O. Box 1621 
Sebastopol, CA  95473 
Phone 707-217-2139  

heyconniesalinas@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

President 
Chris Stewart 

Bertotti Landscaping 
(707) 559-7077 

chriss@bertotti.com 

 
Chairman of the Board 

Lou Penning 
Lou Penning Landscape 

(707)  255-8129 
lou@lplinc.com 

 
Secretary 

Lindsey North 
Creative Environments 

(707) 490-2425 
ln@creativeenvironments.biz 

 
Treasurer 

AJ de Lopez 
DeLopez Landscaping 

(707) 529-7962 
delopezlandscaping@earthlink.net 

 
Education Chair 

Henry Buder Jr., CLP, CLT 
Henry Buder Lansdscape Restoration 

(415) 686-9228 
henry@hblr.biz 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Membership Chair 
Jeff Dibble 

Dibble Landscaping 
(707) 364-8866 

jeff@dibblelandscaping.com 
 
 

Legislation Committee Chair 
Lou Penning 

Lou Penning Landscape 
(707)  255-8129 
lou@lplinc.com 

 
 

Programs Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Contributing Non-Board Member 

Deb Lane 
City of Santa Rosa- Water 

(707) 543-4506 
dlane@srcity.org 

 

 
 

Awards Committee 
Connie Salinas 
Chris McNairy 

 
 

Environmental Committee 
Lou Penning 

Connie Salinas 
 
 

Other Board Members 
Chris McNairy 

Hunter /FX 
(707) 695-3890 

chris.mcnairy@hunterindustries.com 
 

Andrew Johnson 
Johnson’s Tree & Garden  

(415) 860-3064 
andrewjohnson@johnsonstreeandgarden.com 

 
John Buchholz 

Garden Builders 
(628) 259-2165 

jb@gardenbuilders.com 
 

Richard Sandifer 
Pacific Garden Artistry 

(415) 244-9744 
rich@pgamarin.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CLCA 2020 State Officers 

 
PRESIDENT 
Paul Hansen 

Southwest Landscape, Inc. 
(714) 545-1084 

 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Megan Rios 
Rios Design Studio, LLC 

(661) 835-9259 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Sandra Giarde, CAE 

CLCA 
(916) 830-2780  

sandragiarde@clca.org 

mailto:heysue@pacbell.net
mailto:lou@lplinc.com
mailto:ln@creativeenvironments.biz
mailto:henry@hblr.biz
mailto:lou@lplinc.com
mailto:chris.mcnairy@hunterindustries.com
mailto:andrewjohnson@johnsonstreeandgarden.com
mailto:chris.mcnairy@hunterindustries.com
tel:(661)%20835-9259
mailto:sandragiarde@clca.org
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                                             Since good news is sometimes in short supply these days with everything  
                                             that is going on in the world.  I have decided to do a monthly article on  
                                             positive advances, new discoveries, and hopeful scenarios for our planet. 
 
                                                                                                                  Connie Salinas – Journal Editor        
                                                         
                                              

 

My grandmother lived to be almost 100 years old and in the span of her lifetime from 1899 to 1994 she 
saw science and technology go from horse and buggies to landing a man on the moon.  And since then, 
scientific evolution has been on an even more accelerated path!  Growing exponentially every year! 
 

Some of that evolution has revolutionized our lives in so many wonderful ways!  BUT, some of it has 
also caused tremendously negative scenarios for the whole world. We are now having to figure out how 
to rectify and reverse those as quickly as possible. 
 

An ever growing, higher level of CO2 worldwide is unmistakably one of the biggest problems that we 
face as a result of this 'pedal to the metal' scientific evolution.  That is why I belong to Citizen's 
Climate Lobby and why I support carbon fee and dividend legislation.  But we obviously also need 
to have science and technology putting all their creative juices into innovative solutions as well. 
 
Enter BioCarbon Engineering of Australia. They have focused their research and development on 
carbon sequestration through reforestation. They have created a technology that can plant trees on an 
enormous scale anywhere in the world. 
 

Our planet loses an acre and a half of forest every half of a second, which is 15 billion trees a 
year. That is an alarming statistic!  But, BioCarbon has invented a revolutionary Tree Planting 
Drone.  Each drone is capable of planting 100,000 trees a day. They are currently building an army of 
10,000 drones that will be able to plant a billion trees a year.. The drones fire totally biodegradable tree-
seedling bullets into the ground.  They are driven by Artificial Intelligence which guides them to be 
planted precisely in the right location and at the right depth. 
 

Such an amazingly encouraging and timely innovation!  I wonder what my grandmother would have 
thought about all of this? 

 
It gives me hope that within our collective intelligence, the solutions are there! 

 
https://www.fastcompany.com/90329982/these-tree-planting-drones-are-firing-seed-missiles-to-

restore-the-worlds-forests  

 

Tree Planting Drones  
are Capable of Planting 100,000 

Trees a Day 
 

by Connie Salinas 
 

https://www.fastcompany.com/90329982/these-tree-planting-drones-are-firing-seed-missiles-to-restore-the-worlds-forests
https://www.fastcompany.com/90329982/these-tree-planting-drones-are-firing-seed-missiles-to-restore-the-worlds-forests
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at    bit.ly/RRFL2021 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/6th-biennial-russian-river-friendly-landscaping-event-two-day-event-tickets-134573409691
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                                                              by Henry Buder    
 
Dave and Caroline were two young students at Cal Ploy, studying the plant world. Dave was in his fourth year 
of landscape architectural school, and Caroline was a year younger studying environmental horticulture. After 
they graduated, they wanted to get married, and start a landscape business together, as landscape contractors. 
And so that is what they did. 
 
While at Cal Poly, they had heard about CLCA, the California Landscape Contractors Association, and what a 
professional group it was, and that it was dedicated to helping its members be successful. 
  
After a couple years of doing sweat equity, by themselves, they joined CLCA. They were sent decals for their 
trucks, and they proudly put them on their trucks. They thought, we should put our name on the truck too, so 
they got signs for their trucks.  By this time, they had hired two young men, and they were cranking out the 
jobs, one after another. As Dave soon learned, he had to spend more and more time in the office doing designs. 
Caroline ran the jobs.  
 
Jose and Felix were very nice, hard working young men, willing to learn how to do things right from Dave and 
Caroline. They were learning the trade nicely. As time went by, Caroline would have the men pick up supplies 
when they needed them, and would send them to the irrigation store or landscape supply store as needed, which 
freed her up a little.  
With the signs on the truck, and the Felco pruner on their hip, it was easy to tell that they were landscape 
workers. 
One day, while at the irrigation store, another contractor who was at the store asked them if they would like to 
make more money. Of course, they were willing to listen, so the contractor laid it on thick, promised the moon 
and stars, and got them to agree to come to work for him with a five dollar per hour raise. Caroline burst into 
tears when she heard the news, and Dave could only hug her and console her, and tell her it would be alright. 
Dave did not think he could afford to match the other offer, so they lost their helpers.  
 
This is where the word Ethics comes in. The definition of ethics is ‘moral principles that govern a person’s 
behavior’. Do you think what the contractor did was ethical?  Does he have the right to build his business by 
stealing other people’s trained employees? 
 
I say Hell no, he does not ethically have the right to hurt other people for his own good. There is no law against 
it, but I think it stinks. And the offending contractor should be ashamed of himself.  
 
Unfortunately, there isn’t much we can do about it, except to call on each and every one of us, to act morally 
and in good faith at all times. We are ladies and gentlemen in the Green Industry, and we want to be proud of 
ourselves. It is hard enough to make a good living in this business without a cad stealing our people.  
 
Build your business the old-fashioned way, one step at a time.  
 
And the Friends you will make along the way will help you and love you.  
 
Henry Buder’s Landscape Restoration 
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NEW ADVERTISER 
Golden State Lumber 
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Our North Coast Journal Goes out to Over 200 Green Industry Members Every Month 

 
The rates are very reasonable!  All our advertisers also get one  

FREE full-page spotlight in any issue of their choice during the year.  
Contact Connie if you have any questions @ (707) 217-2139  

or heyconniesalinas@hotmail.com  
 
 

   2021 RATES  
  

   Business Card Size     $456 /year  or  $38/month                   
   Quarter Page                $888/year  or   $74/month 
   Half Page                        $1488/year or  $124/month 
   Whole Page                    $1980/year or  $165/month 
 

Keep your company name in the minds of our chapter landscapers every month! 

   National Recognition 
 

     CLCA’s Water Management 
Certification Program has received 
a prestigious “Power of A” Silver 
Award from the American Society 
of Association Executives. The 
national awards, the association 
industry’s highest honor, recognizes 
organizations for innovative and 
effective programs. Read more here. 

mailto:heyconniesalinas@hotmail.com
https://www.clca.org/certification-center/water-management-certification/national-recognition/
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Contact Connie @ (707) 217-2139 

heyconniesalinas@hotmail.com 

 

Become a North Coast Chapter Partner in 2021 


